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CLIMATE CHANGE
[bookmark: _Hlk526782801]Climate change is one of the top environmental concerns across the world. Because of climate change, the environment is becoming hostile not only for the survival of human beings, but also for the existence of other animals and plants that depend on the natural environment for their growth and survival. The effects of climate change are huge and of a diverse nature. Most of the effects of climate change are highly negative and this paper seeks to explain the health, economic, social and political impacts of climate change and suggest a strategy for mitigating this environmental issue. The survival of any given society is highly dependent on health, economic, social and political factors that make the world a conducive place to stay. Anything that works to affect these factors negatively has the effect of disturbing human existence anywhere on the planet. The health, economic, social and political impacts of climate change are serious and hence there is high need to devise an effective strategy to save the world from this environmental crisis.
The Health Impacts of Climate Change
To begin with, climate change has a great potential to cause serious health impacts that affect people in different ways. One aspect of climate change that has proved to cause a lot of health concerns to the lives of many people in different parts of the world is the depletion of the ozone layer in the atmosphere. The ozone layer plays a very significant role in the atmosphere by absorbing harmful radiations from the sun and preventing such radiations from reaching the earth’s surface. The depletion of the ozone layer in the atmosphere thus means that harmful heatwaves from the sun are able to penetrate the atmosphere and reach the earth’s surface. When people are exposed to such harmful heatwaves from the sun, they become highly susceptible to the contraction of serious ailments like dengue fever (Haines et al., 2006). One of the main factors leading to the depletion of the ozone layer in the atmosphere is the emission of harmful gasses from factories and other human activities. This is driving the number of people exposed to harmful heatwaves across the world upwards, leading to high risks of serious ailments skin cancer. The escalation in the population of people being affected by these serious ailments resulting from the high exposure to harmful heatwaves from the sun due to the depletion of the ozone layer in the atmosphere requires immediate action to put in place strategies that will help restore the ozone layer and save the global population from these kinds of health menace.
Another condition resulting from climate and which continues to pose serious health impacts to many people in different parts of the world is the extreme weather conditions like hurricanes and tsunamis. Hurricanes have recently become a natural disaster as they have resulted in the deaths of many people and the destruction of a lot of property. Hurricanes are frequently experienced in deserts and dry lands. One of the greatest threats of climate chnage is desertification due to the extension of desert and dry lands. As deserts expand, hurricanes become more and more frequent in many parts f the world, including regions that are densely populated. The occurrence of such hurricanes in desnely populated areas becomes even more disastrous as many lives are lost and billions of property lost. Other than the hurricanes, climate chnage has also resulted in the increase of the frequency and intensity of tsunamis especially along the coastal regions. Serious tsunamis in the recent past past have caused the deaths of many people and livestock alongside the destruction of multi-billions of properties along the costal regions in different parts of the world (Stern, 2008). Tsunamies have also become one of the major causes of ship sinking in oceans and seas, the sinking of which usually results in the death of thousands of people whenever it happens. The fact that tsunamis and hurricanes often happen abrupty without any warnign signs, these kinds of natural calamities pose a very high health risk because of their high potential to cause mass killing of people.
Climate change is also highly responsible for the extreme temperatures that are frequently being experienced in different parts of the world. These extreme temperatures are being caused by global warming, which is one of the most notorious effects of climate change. Global warming arises from the accumulation of gasses in the atmosphere which create a blanket-like layer in the atmosphere. This layer of gasses prevents the rays from the sun being reflected by the earth’s surface from getting back into the atmosphere and hence increasing the temperatures on the earth’s surface beyond the normal high. A major health risk of such extreme temperatures is that such conditions highly contribute to heart diseases especially in the elderly and hence reducing their lifespan. This means that many people will not be able to live as long as nature would have allowed them to live since human lifespan is being shortened by climate change.
The Economic Impacts of Climate Change
Other than having serious health effects, climate change a lot of negative economic impacts in the world. One of the major economic impacts of climate change is that it leads to desertification and prolonged droughts which reduce agricultural production and hence leading to famine in different parts of the world. The global popualtion is highly dependent on agricultural production for food. Without agricultural farming, no human being would be able to survive in ths world. What climate chnage is doing is that it is increasing the encroachment of agricultural lands through prolonged droughts and increased desertification. These factors are not only rendering the previously productive agriculyural lands unrpoductive, but also creating hostile conditions for agricultural farming to be done. The resultant effect of increased desertification and prolonged droughts arising from climate chnage is the reduction the agricultural food production in many aprstd of the world. With low food production, famine is becoming part and parcel of human life in many countries of the world, something that is making the world a very hostile environemnt for human existence. Many people in diffrent parts of the world are dying of hunger not because they are lazy, but because the prolonged droughts have turned their lands into barren and unproductive assets with not ability to produce food that is enough for their survival.
The Social Impacts of Climate Change
Another calamity resulting from climate chnage which continues to cause serious economic disastors in different parts fot eh world is the tsunamis. Tsunamis are mainly witnessed along coastal regions of the world and their occurence is usually accompanied by huge destructions of buildings and roads. Thesdestruction of such facilities ends up wasting a lot of economic investment that governments and private investors have put in such infrastructures (Stern, 2008). Climate change is also bringing about heavy downpours which cause floods that displace people and give governments economic burden of finding alternative dwelling places for such affected population. The floods that result from the heavy downpours in different parts of the world also lead to massive destruction of farmlands and agricultural products. This leads to huge losses in food productions and fertile farmlands, something that works to drag the economic development of such regions and people behind.
Climate change is also accompanied with social impacts that negatively affect the existence of human beings as social beings in the world. One of the main social impacts of climate change arises from the increase in poverty and famine resulting from increased desertification and prolonged droughts. As famine and poverty increases, social crimes like theft and burglary becoming common and increasingly rampant in many societies. This is because poverty and famine push people into finding alternative means of putting food on their tables, even if that means stealing from other people who are fortunate in the society. When the rate of crime increases in any given society, life becomes miserable as people tend to live in fear not knowing when they will be attacked. In addition, such crimes may escalate into robbery with violence, something that has contributed immensely to the loss of many lives in different parts of the world. With such criminal occurrences, the beauty of life is completely lost as the world is turned into a very hostile environemnt unsuiatble for human existence.
Another negative social impact being caused by climate change arising from increased desertification and prolonged droungts is that pastorialists are being froced to relocate in search of pasture for their herds. It is these kinds of pastoral relocations that has become the main cause of intercommunity feuds and fights that lead to many loses of lives in many societies across the world (Hendrix & Salehyan, 2012). When one pastoral community relocates from one region to another in search of pasture and water for their herds, the settlement of such a community in another area would mean the displacement of another community. Many communities are highly resistant to such kinds of displacements, something that ends up breaking intercommunity fights and feuds over pastoral territories. Such fights are usually very fatal as they involve ruthless murder of many people. In some regions of the world, such intercommunity claches have lasted for more than one year and turing community lands into battle fields where many people have lost their lives.
The other social impact that results from climate chnage is the high rate of school children dropping out of school espeically in areas that are heavily hit by drouhgts and desrtification. In different parts of the world where droughts have been been experienced for long, children, especially girls, are dropping out of school to help their mothers and the elderly in household chores like fetching water, which has become increasingly scarce due to droughts and desertification as a result of climate change. School dropout are a major factor contributing to poverty in many communities of the world. In such communities, education is not taken seriously as something that can bring positive change to the children’s future. The majority of children who drop out of school end up being engaged in early marriages, something contributes further towards the intensification of poverty conditions of many socities living in different drylands and derserts of the world.
The Political Impacts of Climate Change
The heaalth, economic, and social impacts of climate change have both direct and indirect influences on the political systems of any given nation. For instance, the global food system is being adversely affected by drought, desertification and floods. These are economic impacts of climate chnage that are causing huge political implications in many countries of the world by making it difficult for governments to sustain their nation’s food supply needs for thier people. Governments rely heavily on agricultural productions to feed their pouplations. The increased desertification and prolonged droungts are undermining the ability of many nations to produce enough food for their people. This is leading to famine and distabilizing the global food supply system. The situation is even being made worse of by the heavy floods that are destroying the few lands with high potential for agricultural production across the world. Such floods are swallowing many acres of agricultural products and destroying many potential harvests and thus contributing the shortage in food supply being experienced in many nations of the world.
Another political impact of climate change results from prolonged droughts which are leading to the drying up of many rivers in different parts of the world. Many nations rely on such rivers for the generation of hydroelectric power used to power the different industrial processes in the economy. The drying up of such rivers due to prolonged droughts is thus affecting the ability of many governments to produce enough electric energy to support national development and transform people’s lives.
The constant floods are another result of climate change which are causing huge negative political impacts in different parts of the world. Such floods have the impact of destroying the roads and bridges, making it very difficult and expensive for governments to maintain the quality of such facilities for their people. Roads are very important infrastructural facilities as they play a major role in business and other economic activities in any given nation. For this reason, governments invest heavily in the construction of roads and other communication network facilities to facilitate economic growth. The constant flooding that leads to the destruction of such infrastructural facilities has huge cost implications to governments in different nations. The funds that are frequently used to repair the roads damaged by floods could be put into other uses to improve the people’s standards of living, something that the governments are not able to do just because of climate change.
Conclusion and Recommendation
In conclusion, and as it can be seen from the above discussion, the health, economic, social and political impacts of climate change are extremely adverse to the existence of the human race on the earth and hence there is high need to devise an effective strategy to save the world from this environmental crisis. The most effective strategy to save the world from this environmental crisis is to form a global organization to manage all kinds of climate crises. This organization will have representatives in every nation of the world to oversee economic and social operations and make sure such activities are environmentally friendly. For this strategy to work, there is need to enact international laws to protect the environment and have an international court responsible for punishing the violators of such laws. This will bar all nations from engaging in environmentally unethical activities that can lead to adverse climate change hence reduce the accompanying health, economic, social and political impacts.
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